
 “How did Copyright Law help J.K. Rowling”
Creativity is Hard Work!
Everyone is creative, everyone has dreams and ideas, the ability to tell a story or hum a tune or draw a picture.  What makes some people different is that they decide that they want to go a step further: they do the hard work of writing down the story, or writing down the music for a song, or recording the song, or buying paint and making the painting.  They want to share their creative gift and vision with the world, and they want to be paid for doing a good job, just like everyone else.  Earning money from creativity means you can keep going, create more, and share with the world.

Imagine if J.K. Rowling had only told the Harry Potter stories to her daughter, and never gone to the tremendous effort of writing them down.  Copyright law helps hard working creative people earn money.  

Copyright Power!
Copyright law gave J.K. Rowling copyright power!  It says that she alone has the right to decide who can make copies of her book, who can turn her book into a movie, or a computer game, or a song.  This is a great power for an author, and J.K. had the power to decide who could do those things, and how much money they would have to pay her.

Now she needed a publisher, a company that would turn her story into a book, print copies, advertise the book, sell the book and then send her some of the money.  Publishers come in lots of different forms.  They are called a publisher when they create books and magazines, or a record company when they create CDs and music videos, or a movie or television production company when they make movies and television shows, or a software company when they make software and games.  But all of them are really “publishers:” they take creative work by people like J.K. Rowling and find a way to sell it.  But a publisher can’t do anything until the author agrees to let them.  When a publisher sends money to an author, it’s called a “royalty” payment.  Copyright power means that books can be sold, and royalties earned for the author.  That’s copyright power!

Authors need their royalties!
Unfortunately, there are lots of ways to cheat J.K. Rowling out of the royalties she worked so hard to receive.  If there is a song based on her book, people could rip a copy of the song into an MP3 file and send the file to everyone else on the Internet for free.  Or if there is a Harry Potter software game, she is being cheated every time someone puts the software files on the web and sends them to others.  Or if someone puts copies of her books on line for free, she is cheated every time someone downloads those files.  It’s not just the publisher who is losing money: J.K. and people like her are also money by losing their royalty income.  Making or downloading copies that you did not pay for means you infringe (steal) the rights of authors like J.K.  Copyright infringement is just a fancy word for cheating and stealing by getting something for free that should be paid for.

Copyright infringer!
Most copyright infringers are not truly thieves.  They don’t even fully realize or understand that what they are doing is wrong.  They especially don’t understand who they are hurting, that it is real people like J.K. Rowling that are hurt when copies are made without the permission of the copyright owner.  The problem is it’s incredibly easy to infringe copyright on the internet:  One easy click is all it takes to download or send a copy of a song or movie file or software game that wasn’t paid for.  But it cheats authors and musicians, people like J.K. Rowling.  It also hurts people who work for publishers and may lose their jobs if people stop buying books and CDs and software.  Remember that publishers pay lots of royalties to lots of authors who need the money.  Even the super successful people like J.K. deserve their success, and deserve their royalties.
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